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A Celebration of Life 

William Hankins’ Juneteenth Party 

June 18, 2016 

(by Mary (Lou) Andrews) 

 

It was a tradition in the Hankins’ family to celebrate 

Juneteenth, a holiday in honor of the emancipation of 

slaves in Louisiana and Texas.  Although Hank never 

made it to June, he had been thinking about and 

planning this year’s event. Hank passed just after the 

halftime show during the Super Bowl. He was 

surrounded by family and doing what he enjoyed—

watching the game.  So his family, Connie and Frank, 

Laura, Maggie and Ellie, decided to continue the 

tradition and to make this Juneteenth a celebration of 

Hank’s life.  People from all of his many walks-of-life 

came to share in the stories and friendships 

orchestrated by Hankins!  He truly was loved by 

many and provided the leadership, inspiration and mentoring to accomplish much during his 

lifetime. One of the surprising facts that emerged at the event was that Hankins was born in 

Louisiana, not Texas!  But you would never know that given his great love for Texas and his 

Alma Mater, Texas Southern University (TSU).  Another surprise was the many names that 

people used to refer to Hank—Willie, Mic, Bill, Hankins, Hank, Big Raggedy or Big Guy! 

The Setting: The Juneteenth Party was 

held in the backyard of Connie and 

Hank’s long-time residence on the 

outskirts of Baltimore. The whole family 

pitched-in to help Connie organize the 

event. Frank was the Grillmaster using 

four or five of Hank’s smokers to 

prepare brisket, ribs and sausages. 

Maggie and Ellie set all the many tables 

arranged under a tent canopy.  In past 

years, Hank always refused Connie’s 

suggestion to rent a tent, insisting it never rained on a Hankins parade!  This year Connie rented 

the tent just-in-case it was needed. But lo and behold, Hank was right!  The weather was just 

beautiful…warm (but not hot), low humidity, light breeze, and just perfect! The tent really 

wasn’t even needed for shade as the yard is surrounded by mature trees. Two kegs of beer 

(Heinekens and a Texas special) provided the refreshments, along with water and many soft 
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drinks. A catering service set-up a frying station and produced bushels of fried fish and fried 

chicken, plus all the veggies and salads.  The food just 

kept coming!   It was one of those picnics that enticed 

you to keep coming back for seconds and thirds! 

The guests: Connie had invited everyone and anyone 

who was associated with Hank. Within his immediate 

family, his cousin, Barbara Jones, now living in NC, 

and her children and grandchildren came and stayed 

with Connie. In addition a whole bunch of brothers from 

Hank’s fraternity (Kappa Alpha Psi) came. They 

actually had an alumni group in Baltimore, but some from Texas also came along with 

representatives from the TSU Alumni Association. Many of the guests were associated with 

Hank through his roles as administrator of various health systems in Baltimore. Others knew 

Hank as poker buddies or bridge partners. A large group were fellow travelers with Hank. He 

organized a number of trips to Europe, but especially to Spain, his favorite destination. They 

were enthusiastic—“Don’t mess with Bill” was their motto! 

Among the Returned Peace Corps contingent, six of us from India III were present—Bob 

Geissel, Harry and 

Mary Andrews, 

Jack Slattery, 

Connie, and Joe 

Bette (not shown). 

Spouses included 

Cynthia Slattery 

and Linda Bette 

along with two 

widows—Kate 

Williams (John 

Briscoe’s wife) and 

Sally Willson (Hal 

Willson’s wife).  

Another RPCV who had served in Malaysia was present. She knew Hank through the local 

RPCV group when Hank was President.  It turns out that John Briscoe’s brother, Alden Briscoe 

and his wife Marianne were very good friends of the Hankins. They were present and presented 

Connie with some wonderful remembrances of their interactions over the years. 

The Program: Connie had asked eleven friends of Hank to provide short remembrance 

presentations covering the many roles he played. These included—Juneteenth celebrations with 

TSU alumni; Houston and the KAΨ Fraternity; India III; early Baltimore days with Sinai-

Provident Clinic; early Kappa events like Night in Las Vegas; health care systems; Liberty 
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Medical; mentoring; card playing; travel; and friends of Frank and Laura. His cousin, Barbara 

Jones served as Mistress of Ceremonies and also recognized the importance of “family” in 

Hank’s life. 

Mary (Lou) Andrews served as spokesperson 

for India III. She reiterated Hank’s role as a 

friend, leader and helpmate. Hank lived just 

down the road from Connie and Mary Lou 

while in India. He was a frequent visitor and 

helped to plan the two Christmas celebrations 

in Goa in 1963 and 1964. Connie and Hank 

married in Delhi with Harry and Mary Lou as 

best man and maid of honor. A picture of their 

wedding was prominently displayed at the 

event. Mary told stories of Hank’s life in 

Karnataka and his many misadventures as a 

Black American and a very large man! 

These tributes to Hank were all very touching. They revealed a Hank that was successful, caring, 

fun loving and dedicated to those he loved. He worked hard, played hard, laughed a lot, ate a lot 

and never stopped looking for adventures.  Of course his family was most important in his life. 

The Hankins and granddaughters visited Michigan just last year (pictured in our living room).  It 

was gratifying to note how strong the 

spousal and grand parenting bonds were.  

Hank’s health was tenuous but everyone 

looked after him and he, in turn, was proud 

and sensitive to them.  

 

 

 

 

Hankins’ family in Michigan 

The Hankins’ Girls: Laura, Maggie & Ellie 
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We thank Connie and her family for the wonderful hospitality and friendship shown to all of us. 

THANK YOU! We will miss Hank but never forget him! Following the Celebrations some of 

the India III participants traveled on to Shawnee Inn on the Delaware in Eastern Pennsylvania 

for an India III Reunion. THANK YOU HANK, FOR A LIFETIME OF FRIENDSHIP! 

 Frank Hankins Connie and Harry Andrews 

Kate Williams and Mary Andrews Bob Geissel 

Jack Slattery and John Chromy Some of India III and others 


